


The Hawaii State Department of Education seeks to advance the goals of the Strategic Plan 
which is focused on student success, staff success, and successful systems of support. This is 
achieved through targeted work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, 
and teacher collaboration.  Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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HB 2352– RELATING TO THE HAWAII TEACHER STANDARDS BOARD 
 
Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Kong, and members of the committee: 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 2352 that increases membership on 
the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board to include a member of the Native Hawaiian 
Education council and a non-voting public university student teacher.  
 
The University of Hawai‘i (UH) supports the intent of this measure.  
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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Comments:  



 
 
 
February 14, 2018 
 
Committee on Education 
Representative Justin Woodson, Chair 
Representative Sam Kong, Chair 
 
Aloha Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Kong and Members of Committee, 
 
We support HB2352, increasing  membership on the Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) to include a 
member of the Native Hawaiian Education Council (NHEC) and a non -voting public uni versity student 
teacher, and clarifying that a permit is required for non -licensed teachers serving in public schools.  
 
We are a group of advocates from Native Hawaiian, parent, disability, higher education, multilingual, social justice, 
and education reform communities who have come together to look at opportunities and risks for advancing equity 
and improving achievement under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). We are committed to equity in 
education through either of the state's official languages, English and Hawaiian. We are concerned for specified 
groups that need particular attention - students with disabilities, students who do not speak the language of 
instruction, students with socio-economic challenges, and racial and ethnic groups that have historically not 
succeeded in our schools relative to others.   
 
We think that both the addition of the member of the NHEC and a non-voting public university student teacher is 
appropriate for HTSB. NHEC is strongly tied to community and has an understanding of all aspects of Hawaiian 
Education and hence, a representative from the Council would be a great contribution. Regarding the non-voting 
student teacher member, we think it would be extremely valuable to have a teacher candidate voice, as they are 
the group that HTSB affects the most. 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Mahalo, 
 
Martha Guinan 
Cheri Nakamura 
Sylvia Hussey 
Patricia Halagao 
Brook Chapman DeSousa  
Gavin Thornton  
William Pila Wilson  
Ka!ano!i Walk 
Kanakolu Noa 
David Miyashiro  
Shawn Ford  
Alohilani Okamura  
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